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Abctract :
The Greek and Roman world witnessed examples of infatuation that prompted the leader of a country to take an uncalculated
military or political move. It was a step of submission to the inclinations of his beloved woman whether this love was out of
wedlock, as in the case of the Athenian leader Pericles and his mistress Aspasia when he intervened militarily against Samos
for the benefit of her homeland Miletus. In another example the beloved lady was his second wife, as in the case of the
Ptolemaic king Ptolemy Il of Arsinoe Il when he allied himself with Athens, Sparta and some Greek cities against Macedon
in which her dream was lost. In the third case the beloved woman was the legal wife of the leader, as in the case of the
Numidian king Syphax and Sophonisba when he broke his alliance with Rome and fought with her homeland, Carthage,
against his former ally in the second Punic war. There is no doubt that the politics of these powerful leaders in their countries
has been influenced in one way or another by those women in some of their crucial political decisions during the period of
their association with those women; especially since the three women had, as the sources mentioned, a great deal of political
cunning and intelligence. This study deals with the political decisions and their military consequences that were taken by
such infatuated leaders in submission, in the first place, to the urgent desire of those women without careful consideration of
other important aspects of the surrounding circumstances at their times which they marginalized. This led ,of course, to some

negative consequences which had unfavorable and harmful impact on the career, and even the life, of such leaders and badly
affected their nations.

Key words: Aspasia, Philadelphus, Arsinoe Il, Syphax, Sophonisba. .
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See also: Athen., XI111.25.569f,37.576d. Cf.
Xen., Ec., [111.14; Anabasis, 1.10.2;
Aristoph., Ach., 527.
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Samian revolt from Athens in 440-439
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Lewis (1979), "On the chronology of the
Samian war", JHS 99, pp. 7-20. p.9.
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(°) Joshuo P. Nudell (2016), “The war
between Miletus and Samos IIEPI
[TPIHNHZ" CQ 66, pp.772-774. p.772;
Thomas R. Martin (2016), Pericles: A
biography in context: Pericles'
responsibility for the Samian revolt and the
Peloponnesian war, Cambridge University
Press. p.181.
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(**) Elizabeth Donnelly Carney (2013),
Arsinoe of Egypt and Macedon: A royal
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a thesis submitted in partial fulfillment of
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College. p.38.
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(2018), p.38.
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(Aledd) [Jsall B 1 (1) agie IS '
adll Jomd Gay gl @l Ay
Alisl) Lpasdll Al aslaal & 4wl
iy Cigeay dre SBY) Cudll Gillas Cua
Ayl ety SLEAY) e ST Cpuilig)
Jally 2lila g 3laacal agisS ubya) of LS
g 3 V) Cadlly agaalla Gl
ey WAy Gl Cnd ae callanll
Cillasll ety (slal) s IE o
Gl Ohlse ) Ligthe aa alladl bl
& plaall Xpepwvidngueaisma o
ol gdall (ipall Cusia [ alite
z8) wusishS die am (Jg gl Gablisa
dle 8 JW ae JEdl) PUa Galadl (gyisef
dS Olisall B (eblisa) 4aly & .o 3YVA
8ag sl o asleall (he adf Lasg ()it g 553
osea Fli Ol LAYV ale g (s
s BT le Chaiia b asapall el
Ay gl 2a (gyien)) aul g 5 4l

(*°) Athen., V/1.250f.

See also: Carny (2013), p.92; Janice J.
Gobbert (1987), "The anarchic dating of
the Chremonidean war", CJ 82, pp.230-
235. p.231; Joesph B. Scholten (2013),
"Chremonidean war", in: The
Encyclopedia of ancient history, 1st ed.,
by: Roger S. Bagnall and others, Blackwell
Publishing Ltd. pp.1476-1477. p.1476;
W.W. Taren (1934), "The new dating of
the Chremonidean war", JHS 54, pp.26-39.
p.27.
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le O Guyaddl @lalad By 4iad (e
o S Caydg dale ASL aaam of AN
o Aabe Y (A3l ofy el
ozl die Bzl Gl dus cleas)
Lot IS b agilag 3l Cpnlas (15isSon gl

Al DA (e Giass G aead) (e OIS 13
oo ey O LAY el Gl
O Ll Al GegdlDld Al o Glalis
liag) dai daaye Db Hd e U
SRl e oSall aalally Jdall ol il
S bl Al e g
Oe bty agdn ) 4KV Anlisd) Gagal
Gldl o Sisd) il e (goiu)
Aligll Gaall Gansg Aajdy Lidly callad
Ssiadl )l s LA BYTA/YE Lle

0): ) Jghs . oulilign (g
EKAOTOLG TIOALTELOG O TE BACIAEVG
[ItoAepaioc akoAovBws TEL TAOV
TPOYOVWV Kol TEL THG AdeA @i
mpo[a]ipécel  @avepdG  €0TLY
omoLd&lwV VTEP TG KOG T[DV [
EAXAMMvwv édevBeplag kal 0 6Tjuog
o Abnvaiwv ovppayiav
TOMCAUEVOG TIPOG AVTOV Kal TOUG
Aowmovg  "EAAnvag  eymoelotoal
TOPAKOAETY  ETTL TNV aQUTNV
mpoaipecty: woavtwg 8¢ Kal
Aaxedaipdviol @iAol kal cUppool
to0 Bacéwg Ovteg IMtoAspaiov
Kal Tpog Tov dfjpov Tov ABnvaiwyv
elolv  &ymelopevol  ocvupayiov

() I1G.11%, 687, 11°,912. See also: SEG.
XXXI111.112, XL1.52.




VoYY il — | 3ukal!

WYY () -y T

lbls 5aail o Al dla ) Bpealadl)
plaa (gl (8 Igla b dallall o s cGSe
S A BT e s lilise ae gSue
U bl Al Wl e agens 4 sl
SGYDYTY ale sbis b il pally

Posbilagly Jot LaS8

oUtog 0 ITtoAepaiog kal TpOTEPOV
elpnTal Lol WG VOAUTIKOV ECTEIAEV
€¢ TNV ABnvailwv cvppayiav €m’
Avtiyovov kal Makedovag aAAx
yap At 'a0Tod oUSEV PEYA EYEVETO
€G owtnplav ABnvaiolg . (Paus.,
Attica 1.7.3).

pomally Ju)f A€ dailly o3
u,oujazﬁ.j laa U%S“ Bac Luwal ‘)Z;jami
DS ey ol (GustlDd) 4 (pigadallg
L IS of ) aalisl Chueng sl 3lay
O 4l deo)) adl ulilign pa uslSy Al alad
ek Laas (g dlaws (e Blae Laa 5y5all
Ol Ll 4l dagl) el (gaa OISy ailly il
Allgs o) ol adl Babe Ao AdUad) dgaiioy
Aesa
plea ae Gaw e Ul maaly
el oliSYly Lgtlhy au (gyua) sl

(*?) Athen., V111.334.a-b:

TEUPOEVTWV TOV TIPOEPTUEVWY UKWV
Kail xOVvwv £TUYYaVEV o¢
KwOwv{opevos 0 Pacdevg kal wg
TAvteg Simopolivto Ml TolG SwPOoLS <O
Avtiyovog yeAdoag TpOG TOUG piAovg
€en ywwokew Tl BovAetal ta EEviar 1
yap Badattokpatelv MU  @not
[1atpokAOG 1} TV CUKWV TPWYELWV .

Ly J e cllaal) il aed culS \gideay
O o lS gl A shaiall ae o 8 )
Ligie o WYl ) callaall el Pla
QI L Pl el Ll lgals gLl
e @i O aseall @l a5
Lianlic dgan (S5 B8 (alisand Caagll
Cllatl) aguye LS drua o LS L Ligakal
Bgall ) bl ol o Y e
are cadllan dig 5SAl b sa (Ssim)
iligall el Lk g Adayidg Ll
asl el of el oSa el
(datd) 2liay) OIS Cllall ellh b sl Disdd
Blag e A Glaa¥) daly sy
Gue Callall (IS @ colld <5 gyt
Glaelse oallad) @llall asi el e Lils
L an dals Gulblisa aa apall 3 4See
Gl Jlas e (Vopisdl i oS3 3
GV dle Kol oY Jgakd) sl
Dlaaey By (8 dugade Glula dgagg
Oy \lilag il o Jual) Jaw phas
Bk Ay Ales eildld 4ed Lo S
Glaclie cd [IATPOKAOG  (05iSs 5l
e Sx Gob oo LY Ll ddk
Lot canldl (lld dmr aslS il audd ilas)
O o L)) Lgie sy cilSy cdleal
LY ¥ SY LSue saelus (o L8 Al

(*Y) Paus., Attica. 1.1.1, 30.4; 111.6.4;
Polyainus, 1V.6.20.

Cf. Strabo, 1X. 1.21; Justin, XXVI.2.
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Lglie Wliae ellay .o Cllill Gyl e
3T T Ao A ey g Gualbal
call P gleg )l ada @l L) sag
ol o Alaill @l ) 4ol 4l
page aa Ll 8 (OSlaw) Guallaydll
el 2l IS dbe LSy (i
o oYV ale dijiae oy of 8 Jlusla
) sgpall 1Y S50 8 dalaji dacalall
Juppvle (Al Fsadll (e el
slacly (Ll Lls dega AcSpoVBa
Sl ge dalail)l Sl APl Cilgaasil
Jalpad) dubal Yshaol aipel cind aagy
Wb A Jlgoasle ehaty o Jdy - dsbousy)
Al Ligign el A 4wy Ghba
dralal) Aad aney Lwissle a2asill (paesll)
B G Al (bawg 3yd) MaovAiwv
13 Ly Moy Oy dalhi b aades
plail aaag L alla@ll Wlsey Al duadd
Wb I Laisale Jugyaile 3T dudadl)
e Lo Mgpapdl Sy LSy a
Sl Balae die el (gl

oo Jall) Luwisiow Jlw) lou8 L

William Smith ed., (1854), A Dictionary of
Greek and Roman Geography, London:
John Murry, s.v. Carthago Nova.

(**) Livy, XXVII1.17.5,11; Appian, Punic,
V1I1.10.

Cf. Polyb., XV1.23.6.

(*®) Appian, Punic, VI11.10.
Cf. Polyb., X1V.1.4; Dio. Cass., Zonaras,
XVI1.9.11.
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@] o daly LoDl e Gsen Aol
bl e 2w &l Gasdldd o (bl
pey sl Bla B 4 oIS G
Db g e Juall Sl A5 Ll
LS ey ol el oh ol
JsY) esaalla cosl lgy AB Al leal
LSuall ASLEL L2 G A ale (Liisw)
O agns Ji (B uiligd) saclawd Allaadll
Lo sty JApadl jeae 86l saliid dsg (o
AU (e et Dl (sil) i) 2S5
il (saay (gl el ) Callanl) elly b
Ay & Jaall bl o)f o gy
sady ) ale Lgliy amy cdglad) (e Al
dalad) ad Ly L) vy 3 palad

Jalall

Zo@OVR Luiigiou o
Ll ey TVQAE SSliw IS Liamagi S
i e MaoaovAlwv bl
aals Al (baes ) gl dihic
Aode lgd ain Al Lol dahie 5ydle
G (Oihiall) Leghaaisy “suaal) dall 3

e g e gl (1340 st ety ()
e dawldll Akl JN 0 gall cddlad)

AYY o A peaallglasd)
Jupaile Lol doallaf dida i aual) dallad "
Al B8l sl dalddl e LaBYEY Lo
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2 ge s (Jugle) oalajl S el
ade aliall dglae (A Do Laisale Ji
sty Ladl Wbl (e dlage daa
LJadllh el dglas
O zll dE oSl dubw calS
Ob geln delyy A dabw lisishou
Loy bues e L] (4 asles Dlind
Aalb i ooeslidl Gisdll G @l Oilsy
e allailly diagll P e dee Gl (Lag g
BT ale —laaSh cull) WS- gl
al ) AilaYly legre el bis e
On sl ) Gl s DA e
Lasess Guimg a Lagins cpall gl (sl
sl Lo IS Yl Jsla aild crane i Bl
Ol G oall Jas G0 Agliall 38 (e
Moumid S L) ) owallally
o ((p BT ) pladl Gy & (Sl mye
B8 Jugynlay  swSa (esbisy (il

(*) Livy, XXVII1.18:

Utrumque in hospitium invitat; et quoniam
fors eos sub uno tecto esse atque ad
eosdem penates voluisset, contrahere ad
conloquium  dirimendarum  simultatium
causa est conatus, Scipione abnuente aut
privatim sibil ullum cum Poeno odium esse
quod conloquendo finiret, aut de re publica
quicquam se cum hoste agree iniussu
senatus posse. Illud magno opera tendente
rege, ne alter hospitum exclusus mensa
videretur; ut in animum induceret ad
easdem venire epulas, haud abnuit;
cenatumque simul apud regem est. Scipio,
foedere icto cum Syphace, profectus ex
Africa....

Gzl el oSl I (cp3V0
e s @l ISy Lialan agre BL3Y
bl (A Gpagngall Lasinales JLsya3le
gl oo Al pax Ol
EE s pSla e Al il Lwrigigu
e Gl Al (sl mell dubw e
Laxd ol 4illaianly agalad L i) lsle (sshl
o Gl AanliuY) dsfse (e agl dabe
aY) Jlad Jewsr Lo Lyl 8y3a 4ui
pron B el Libialy ddaall daaladll
(0Sln) alllas pa o o) s lag Yl 2
dad 83y (e Gsalbdl (iag aly lay) xe
3y W Gag o<l T3 I V| K (PO PP 991 DY
ale Logy e Lipule Callas 09850 e
LSl Allg aiwlad #lg) aa e BY 0 €
Al lpiiwle (il (”)quﬁa die g
A 2y Sy Ll Ay Vil laswsi s
Y o asall e G iy LGSl s sl
@bl 23l ey ble e Jugynle o5
die )5 WS bagiy dallaf G ouleshall
o () o i Okl o plat Ladie dala ¢kl

(*) Livy, XX1X.29-30; Appian, Punic,
VII1.10.

(*") Diod., XXVII.7:

‘OtL Zo@ovBa 1) TpoOTEPOV eV

Maoavdoon «peta 8¢ tabta

OUVOLKNoOoH ZO@PaKL.

Sy Zo@OVPA Lishsus lgand 51500 die SX

Lisdgun Load cyas Lol 8l a3 5350 pajie
Sophoniba

(*®) Appian, Punic, VI11.10,11.




5D ypuaia yeou (39 i
Augasag poiia zha il Bl ¢ glaal) Alian
Llicly hersn Jbll Ly Je 5l
(@;.J.\E) Ein e daalhell dpcadll 5palia
S \-é-& Lag)) &“ 2l LA‘: Gas W)
"aald sads dalde d2aall 4

™V te SPv fv e0TpemS Kal TOTG
TPOTOL  TOKIAn  kal  Tdv
efounpevoacbal Suvapevn. ovoa
o6& Kapxndoviwv OUMHOXLG
TIPOGEKELTO Amapodoa Kal
deopévn  kaB' mMuépav  Tavopog
omwg amoot] Poung nv yap 1
yuvi] Sewv®dg  @UAdTatpls (Diod.,
XXVILT).

Y e b al Mo sal Sy LS
o o Lals Wllas (Osallajall) bl
Aae¥h bl e plall LuSlaw el
L= plagll O ge o uld IS
sle (DA Ga) Osaiin (k) kel

M) ) el
Ipsi tuendae Africae momentum
adiecerunt  societatem  Syphacis
regis, cuius maxime fiducia

traiecturum in Africam Romanum
crediderant. (Livy., XXIX.23.2).

oSl e Luaigion il 5ad caly

el Sy ailyy st JeSicn cps Ll
sl (Y 18y duy o B e il
GEY) e By deatl g il
o ousatd Jsrad Liadl 3 o)) Leghay (53
Uil el o callas g o relld

(Y Polyb., XIV.1.6-7; Livy., XXIX.23.1-
2; Appian, Punic, VIII.11.
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caaldl Gylally coall elgs) dal g aslial
OS Al ALl 8Kl =y guu oS
Gl Fodll (ulae )l e Laska
alall oy Alas Jdsa saall pe glind
Uglae Jdd a0y (gl giily ¢ Plag)ll alal
dhilly GeSlas o Allas die ) il
Bl B ) € il ) il
Mg cddgia LSl LaadS led' ol
can U ) can Lagl ddacall Lagd cusiy e
Legoas Jola (Sl udd Ay aaly hin
ore cleghalid s g jase )
@l 00 W dadll Sl B sk
Yy alaf hlseS (Jugyiila) 4alas dualS
oAl Q9 53 e dala o oS paghe 4l
o G oliall lsloliig vnn Faadll Gadae e
saSe o O (oSlew) A S
guii AN o Gulisas LS Jlgyalag
s ol o aag Lelly Gl G L

S L) (e 3l Qi pe Baales

A ) (Sl i () Gl by
Ol cllily Y] Gljma aShal e a5
beishonw zls) (o Calhyall G Gaas
dalljil) LEG g3 yw 4ra Sy 4
Gl o) cellain) A saesill @l e
a2 dpubdl dayll ASa e
B0 j95 lghay LS culS A Lusighous

%) Polyb., XIV.1.6-7, 6.13; Livy.,
XXI1X.23.1-2; Appian, Punic, VIII.11.
Cf. Dio. Cass., Zonaras, XVII. 9.10,11.
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Lstistger (Osihe) lea el o)y cdualla )
Slig Cjall GalitiaY s e awanll )
Ge YT ale (Ko @) uSe las
Lepaall e jlany)
s oo dallaf g oSl callas i
@ Dol V) ady Cun GSlid ey
bshay ajled e lagiule 4wyt diad
Lsiale 43 olBY1 @l 8y 1S diaale

Olag)ll Lad 3 gaisll (e Luarishsu Y
e L L gl e ol
AY) sa agils gy e glag)ll sig
asalye Gl ganr allls Gllaly . lay il cuas
el Glag )l Cpa danixS Lgaalidiy #1530
Plsd (A DL Buie il (Soa A
S aclid lonwle lea L a9 Ly

SOV Sle cal andls lamyl

**) William Kemp (1979), John Marston's
the wonder of women or the tragedy of
Sophonisba, Newyork: Routledge. pp.1,2.
(Y Livy., XXIX.26-35, XXX.3-11;
Appian, Punic, VI11.11-15.

Cf. Polyb., XIV.16; Dio.Cass., Zonaras,
I1X.12.2.

(*) Livy., XXX.12-15.8; Appian, Punic,
V111.26-28.

Cf. Plyb., XIV.1-9; Dio. Cass., Zonaras,
9.13.
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e 5 AU W) o)l dal e dila
leilagly  laallsly  asag3l QY1 Al
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(*?) Livy, XXIX.23.6-10.
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() Macdonald J. Green (2002), Women
and race in early modern texts || Dido and
Sophonisba of Carathage: marriage, race
and the bonds between men, Cambridge
University Press. p.77.
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(*®) Appian, Punic, VI11.27:

Zkimiov &' 1peto Zvaka' “tig o€
Salpwv EBAage, @ov Gvta pot kol
aUTOV €ml ALBUnV €AB€TV mpotpeYPavTta,
PevoaoBal pév Beovg, oLG  WUOOAS,
Pevoaobal 8¢ peta TV Be®dv Pwpaiovg
kal peta Kapxndoviwv davti Pwpaiwv
EAéoBalL TToAgpElY, TRV Tl Kapyndovioug
oV TpO ToAA0D ool BeBonBnkotwv;” 6 &'
gimev' “Towvipa, AopoVpa Buydtnp, NG
Eyw Npwv €T Eud Kak®. @OTATPLS &
€oTlv {oyup®¢ kal ikav Amavtd Twva
meloal, TPog & BovAeTaL avn UE Kal €k
THG VUETEPAG @ag €¢ Tnv <Ti¢>
EqUTIG peTEONKe TaTPlSog Kal €¢ TOSE
OVUOPAS €Kk Toofode eV8apoviag
katéfarev. ool 8¢ mapawd (xpn Yap,
VUETEPOV  Yevopevov kal Zowvipag
drnAdaypévov, Vviv  ye Uplv  elvau
BeBaov):  @UAacoe Zo@wvifav, i
Maooavdoonv €¢ & BovAetal, petaydyn.
oV yap &M, un to yOvalov mote EANTAL TA
Popaiwv, émilelv Gflov: oVtwg £0Tlv
loXVP®G PAOTIOALG.”
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